
Covering Battle and the neighbouring communities of Ashburnham, Catsfield, Crowhurst, 

Mountfield, Netherfield, Penhurst, Telham and Whatlington 

Kathryn Field
Supporting our Community for 29 Years 

 29 years as County Councillor, and is Deputy Leader of 

the LibDem Group, the official opposition at Lewes. 

 14 years as District Councillor and now Cabinet 

member responsible for Environmental Management 

 Attended an estimated 2000 Parish and Town Council 

meetings and 275 annual Parish Assemblies (if you’ve 

ever attended one you’ll understand what that level of 

commitment represents!) 

 Served longer than ANY current Town or Parish 

Councillor or Clerk. She knows where the skeletons are! 

 

When a serious accident to a Claverham pupil 

followed the tragic death of a popular local 

cyclist Kathryn organised a 2700 signature 

petition calling for a pedestrian crossing on 

Battle Hill. After three years pestering County 

Highways, plans are now being progressed. 

Following years of uncontrolled parking causing 

chaos across Rother, Kathryn organised a petition 

with the enthusiastic support of Battle’s 

shopkeepers. This eventually persuaded Rother to 

introduce ‘Civil Parking Enforcement’ to manage 

on-street parking and reduce congestion. 

Kathryn led the campaign to reinstate an ATM in the 

old NatWest Bank building. She contacted the owner 

of the Costa franchise and persuaded him to host the 

cash machine. He thanked Kathryn and her husband 

Jeremy personally at the opening for their initiative. 

As an Effective and Determined Campaigner 

As a dedicated and hard working Councillor: 

Working with members of our community and 

fire-fighters, Kathryn has helped  to save Battle 

Fire Station from downgrading– more than once! 

 

Kathryn was instrumental in the campaigns 

against expansion of the Darwell Reservoir, a 

waste incinerator at Mountfield, and Land Raise 

waste disposal in Marley Lane. 

Kathryn helped  the local Methodist Congregation 

through numerous planning issues to facilitate the 

building of their new home at The Emmanuel Centre. 
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Under Kathryn’s leadership, one of the first actions of the Rother Alliance was to 

declare a Climate Emergency, committing Rother to be carbon neutral by 2030. 

Kathryn said “We are committed to environmental sustainability in everything 

that we do. We have to set an example. The whole LibDem Group at Rother has joined the 

‘Green LibDems’ to show our determination to build a better future for our grandchildren.” 

This is in sharp contrast to the previous Conservative administration which had no Environ-

mental Plan at all. At County they have adopted a weaker carbon neutrality aim of ‘by 2050’. 

The Green Party will not be fielding a candidate against Kathryn and has said “Rother Green 

Party wholeheartedly endorses Kathryn as the ESCC candidate for Battle. She is very well 

known for her good work in the community and for her support of the environment and bio-

diversity, which is essential for the future of our children and generations to come.” 

As a Committed Environmental Activist 



 

A personal message from Kathryn Field 

I have had the honour of representing you at Lewes for 29 years. I first 

met some of you when I baby-sat you many years ago! I have known 

many senior officers at Lewes since they were office juniors. This means I 

can often cut through Local Government bureaucracy to get more done 

for you, more quickly. Unlike some, I prefer to work by consensus rather 

than confrontation. It always brings better results. 

For the last 14 years I have also been a Rother District Councillor and now 

Cabinet Member. For many of you I can be your ‘one stop shop’ for all 

Council issues. If I can help, I shall always do so. If I can’t, I’ll tell you why. 

The exceptional circumstances we have all had to face over the past year 

have brought a wide range of added challenges. I remain in awe of the 

amazing work done by the whole range of front line workers, from NHS, 

Police, and Carers to shop staff and transport workers, constantly putting 

their health on the line for us. 

I have enjoyed supporting you for the past 29 years. Now I ask you to 

support me, and please, go out and give me your vote on May 6th.    

With my very best wishes for a better year ahead,                                                             

         Kathryn  

Many of you have told us of your concerns, which we share, about the amount of 

building in and around Battle, and the impact on our stretched infrastructure. 

Although basically a District Council responsibility it is too important to ignore here.  

In 2014 the Conservatives then ruling Rother imposed a requirement for no fewer 

than 475 new dwellings in Battle and Telham, and another 48 in Netherfield, to be 

built by 2028, including 220 at Blackfriars, designated for housing since the 1970s. 

Kathryn and her LibDem colleague Cllr Kevin Dixon objected strongly to this as they 

considered it did not take account of the heavily congested single road through 

Battle, the steeply sloping land around the town or the existing pressure on our 

services. It also ignored our highly sensitive natural and historical environment. The 

protests were ignored and the housing allocation became a statutory obligation. 

In 2016 and 2017 two highly controversial applications, for 63 houses at Tollgates, 

and 50 at Lillybank Farm, were approved by the Conservative dominated Planning 

Committee, once again ignoring protests by numerous residents who were 

supported by your local LibDem Councillors.  

We need new housing, especially ‘affordable’ starter homes for our young people, 

and our High Street should benefit. But we, locally, must have a bigger say in how 

our town develops and we hope the Neighbourhood Plan, if adopted, will help. 

Planning and infrastructure  

As an active member of our Community 

Governor at Claverham for 

18 years. All three of 

Kathryn’s sons went to 

Battle & Langton and then 

on to Claverham. 

Chair of Battle Pre-

School Playgroup 

Skippering the Lady 

Muffins team to a famous 

Marbles victory  

Stewarding the Battel 

Bonfire Boyes run 

Organising a Battle Open 

Gardens Day to raise money for 

St Michael’s Hospice 

Enthusiastic supporter  

of Battle’s shops and 

coffee houses! 

Why County has to change despite the Tory hype: 

 East Sussex has increased Council Tax by 49% over the past 14 years, 

BUT! Tory Council Leader Keith Glazier took an inexcusable 37% pay 

rise in just one year while staff received a maximum of just 1%. 

 An independent report has just revealed an astonishing 30 ESCC 

employees earn above £100,000 pa including pension contributions. 

 The Conservative administration has closed 14 Children’s Centres. 

 They have closed Adult Care Homes. 

 They have closed numerous libraries and small rural schools, 

including Mountfield & Whatlington. 

 They have cut millions from Adult Care and Children’s Services. 

 Further cuts to Family Key Worker Service identified in the budget.  

 Broadband still inadequate in many rural areas despite the promises. 

 They have rejected LibDem pleas to put £1m into green initiatives. 

 Continue to spend more on Communications than pavement repairs! 

Successful campaigner for road safety improvements 

 Introduced 40 mph limit in Catsfield Stream and had 

30 mph limit in North Trade Road extended out to 

Frederick Thatcher Place. 

 Introduced pedestrian refuges to slow traffic and 

limit overtaking in residential areas. 

 Helped with pedestrian crossing in Catsfield and  new 

crossing expected on Battle Hill. 

 Constantly campaigning for pot-hole and pavement 

repairs and parking improvements. 

 Kathryn fully supports the national ‘20’s Plenty’ 

campaign  to see 20mph limits introduced to 

residential roads. In a recent local survey over 75% of 

respondents supported this. Casualty statistics are 

vastly improved and journey times largely unaffected. 

LibDems at County wanted this debated urgently but 

discussion is delayed until June at the earliest. 

ESCC pothole inspector 

at work! 

Kathryn wants to hear from YOU! 
Due to concerns about a possible ‘third coronavirus 

wave’, as things stand  we will not be knocking on 

doors during this election campaign, nor will we be 

attending at the polling stations or offering lifts. 

However if there is anything at all that you want to 

discuss with Kathryn or her team, they would love to 

hear from you and contact details are given below. 

If you need to register for a Postal Vote you must do so by 5pm on 

Tuesday 27th April. If you do not have internet access then phone us and 

we can arrange it for you. Current advice is that if voting in person you 

should take your own pen or pencil!  

On 6th May vote to keep Liberal Democrat Kathryn Field for Battle! 
 

Please feel free to contact Kathryn or her team 

 To discuss any of the contents of this leaflet 

 To get more information on our policies 

 To offer help with leaflet delivery or poster sites 

 Kathryn’s new email address: kfield1066@gmail.com 

 Phone 01424 772132 or Agent Jennifer Als on 01797 230324 

 


