
                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  

 
Mark is a science teacher who lives in Westham with his wife 
and son. 
He has always been interested in community affairs, joining 
the Young Liberals in 1975 and being politically active in 
Brighton until he moved abroad for 20 years, in 1996. 
His particular interests in education, and a broad range of 
environmental matters, and his dedication to this corner of 
the county make him a well qualified candidate to represent 
Pevensey, Westham and Stone Cross on East Sussex 
County Council  
At University Mark sat on the Accommodation Appeals 
Committee hearing hundreds of appeals over 4 years. Now 
he would like to represent your interests at County Council. 
 

 
 

TIME FOR A CHANGE in East Sussex ! 
Liberal Democrats believe that the County Council should do more to 

 

PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

IMPROVE THE PLANNING PROCESS 
 

ADDRESS THE CRISIS IN SOCIAL CARE 
 
Do you need a postal vote ? 
 You can register just for this election or as a permanent arrangement.  
The deadline to apply for a postal vote for the elections on May 6th 2021 is 5pm on Tuesday 20th April. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-postal-vote  
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MARK FAIRWEATHER for 
PEVENSEY & STONE CROSS 

including Westham, Hankham and The Bay  

 

CONTACT US: Local Libdem Office 01797 230324 
 Mark Fairweather 07913903848 markfairweather55@yahoo.co.uk 
Our website: www.bexhillandbattlelibdems.org.uk (Find Mark’s 
articles on local issues here!) 
Freepost: RRAA-CYBC-JAKK Bexhill & Battle Liberal Democrats 
Millwood, Mackerel Hill, Peasmarsh, TN31 6TB 

We are sorry that due to Covid 
we will be doing very little door- 
knocking, or ‘telling’ and cannot 
offer lifts to the polling station 
but here are some ways you 
can help us: 
 Join the Liberal Democrats                
Deliver a few leaflets 
  Make some telephone calls               
Display a poster 
                    Make a donation 

   

 

Mark inspects the uneven pavement in Westham 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-a-postal-vote
tel:+447913903848
http://www.bexhillandbattlelibdems.org.uk/


 
The Bay Hotel Pevensey. 
 This hotel has stood at the centre of the village, both    
physically and socially, for almost exactly 130 years.    
Now a Planning Application for a change of use for the 
ground floor from bar and restaurant to a Co-op 
convenience store threatens the viability of hotel use  
and raises questions about what any new use might be.  
If the Bar and Restaurant are lost it will badly affect   
the income from tourism on which this area depends.   
  This is a seaside village of about 3000 permanent 
residents, but numbers swell considerably in the  
summer due to daytrippers and caravan sites. Pevensey 
Bay already has a convenience store (and P.O.) and a 
couple of empty shops. This suggests that there is not 
enough demand to support 2 convenience stores and if 
the existing store goes out of business those who will 
 suffer will be the older, poorer and less mobile. 

        
Save Sharnfold Farm ! 
Until recently this Farm on the Stone Cross to Hailsham road 
was run as a mixed farm with a Pick your Own operation, a 
popular Farm Shop , Coffee Shop , and Farm Walks and 
special events that made it a very popular outdoor attraction 
with people from Eastbourne and Hailsham in an area which 
has few similar attractions.  
When the Farm was sold to a property development company it was revealed that the ultimate plan is to 
build 400 houses.Then came 2 more definite Planning Applications, the first, to convert the farm 
buildings to craft workshops etc. If the farm buildings are lost then agricultural use of the land is no 
longer possible and the rest of the land becomes more vulnerable to development. The other Application 
is for 31 houses on the field nearest to Stone Cross which Wealden’s own Planning Department had 
identified as suitable for only 11 houses !  It is clear that this field is being used as a very thin end of a 
very big wedge. By presenting the Planning Applications “salami sliced “ it makes it very difficult to 
oppose the Applications on traffic grounds because each individual application makes very little 
difference to the congestion at the already overloaded Stone Cross traffic lights. The objectors need the 
Planning Committee to consider the cumulative effect if all 400 houses were ever built.  
Mark, who was already a member of the “Save Sharnfold” Group and familiar with the issues has been 
acting as local contact for Wealden Libdems, concentrating on the sewage and surface drainage issues. 

PEELINGS LANE….We Won…but we need to stay alert ! We assisted a couple of local residents in 
successfully opposing the Application which was withdrawn a couple of days before Christmas. 
Westham and Stone Cross residents are aware that property developers and Wealden District Council, 
have their eyes on developing 9 of the 11 hectares of the wider Rattle valley, of which this site forms a 
small corner. The Rattle valley is the last green gap between Stone Cross and Westham and it is down 
to one field wide where Rattle Road crosses the valley! (Read more on our website…….) 
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Green Homes:  The LibDem Way. 
Making our homes energy efficient is the biggest 
step that most of us will be able to take to try to 
avoid further global warming, but half the 
population is too poor to be able to be able to do 
anything unaided. Now (start of April 2021) the 
Government has withdrawn its Green Homes Grant 
scheme COMPLETELY! The effect of this is to 
threaten the continuing existence of the very 
businesses needed to complete this work. (Some of 
them have gone bankrupt already because of delays 
in Government payments for work done!) 
 

The governing group on Rother District Council, the 
Rother Alliance (including 7 Liberal Democrats) has 
tackled this by insisting on more stringent Building 
Standard regulations than the national minimum. 
They have also set up a new property company 
formed to provide affordable, environmentally 
sound homes on council land to help reduce the 
housing waiting lists and assist people who want to 
buy or rent a home. 

MARK FAIRWEATHER          X 
 


